For Immediate Release

February 19, 2022

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND, UNVEILS 45,000 SQUARE-FOOT EXPANSION TO ROLAND E. POWELL
CONVENTION CENTER
The Town of Ocean City held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the third and final phase of additions and
upgrades to the
Roland E. Powell Convention Center
Ribbon-cutting photo/video assets available here: https://www.filemail.com/d/kceuwildlkbjvmg
OCEAN CITY, Md. – Ocean City officials today joined representatives from the State of Maryland for an official ribboncutting ceremony at the Roland E. Powell Convention Center. The ceremony was followed by a tour of the additional multipurpose Exhibit Hall to celebrate the expansion. Designed by local architect Becker Morgan, the project includes the
addition of a 30,000 square-foot multi-purpose exhibit hall, a new 15,000 square-foot bayside gallery, a business center,
and additional support spaces.
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan spoke at the ceremony. "Today is the culmination of 25 years of effort to get to where we
are today as we expand the Roland E. Powell Convention Center and make Ocean City even more of a destination spot and
bring more people into the town," said Hogan.
Ocean City Mayor Rick Meehan welcomed the completion of the facility’s upgrades and additions.
Meehan spoke on the history of the convention center's expansion and about former Mayor Roland E. “Fish” Powell's
contributions to the project. "He continued to press upon us that the convention center business was the backbone of our
tourism industry and that it was essential that we move forward with expansion,” said Meehan.
Ocean City Council members, Eastern Shore Delegation members and Maryland Stadium Authority representatives were
also in attendance. The Maryland Stadium Authority, Ocean City’s partner in the Convention Center for over 25 years,
oversaw the construction.
“The Maryland Stadium Authority values our successful partnership with the Town of Ocean City and was pleased to
partner once again on a project that provides enjoyment and enrichment for Marylanders and visitors,” said Thomas Kelso,
the Stadium Authority’s Chairman.
Phases one and two of the project consisted of the new bayside ballroom, dockside exhibit hall, and the Performing Arts
Center. The new, 30,000 square-foot exhibit hall connects to existing main exhibit halls A and B with a movable partition.
This will allow the center to host a single large event, or up to three simultaneous smaller events. A new technology and
audio-visual package features enhanced sound systems, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. Additional upgrades include the HVAC and life
safety systems.
The State of Maryland contributed 60% of the funding for the project, which cost $37.5 million. The remaining 40% was
funded by the Town of Ocean City through the existing prepared food and beverage tax. The addition is expected to
generate up to 30 new events for the convention center and support over 500 jobs. This project broke ground on April 22,
2020, and was completed in January 2022.
###

About Ocean City, Maryland:
Located along Maryland’s coast in Worcester County, Ocean City (OC) stretches along 10 miles of beach from the Inlet to
the Delaware state line. Awarded as one of TripAdvisor’s Top 10 Beaches and “One of America's Cleanest, Greenest Beach
Communities,” it claims three distinct neighborhoods - Downtown, Midtown and Uptown - each with a charm and offering
all its own. OC includes more than 200 restaurants, 17 championship golf courses, and the Roland E. Powell Convention
Center that features nearly 250,000 square feet of floor space. Founded in 1875, the town has become a year-round
destination. The iconic boardwalk offers three miles of food, games and shopping, and accommodations include more than
10,000 hotel rooms from major hotel chains to quaint, locally owned gems, and 21,000 rentable condominiums. The
convenient resort town, by car, is within five hours of New York and Richmond, and less than three hours from Baltimore,
Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia and, by air, the Salisbury/Ocean City Regional Airport is just 30 minutes from OC.
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